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Special Meeting of the Board of Supervisors and Plan Commission
Tuesday, August 30, 2016

A special meeting of the Board of Supervisors and the Plan Commission of the Town of Mt. Pleasant in Green County was held on Tuesday, August 30, 2016, at the Monticello Village Hall.  Those members present were Chairman Mike Gengler, First Supervisor Bryon Feller, and Plan Commission members Jennifer Blumer, Jim Marty, Hans Sulzer and Mark Updike, and Patrolman Bob Zurfluh. 

The meeting was called to order by Mike Gengler at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Gengler reported with respect to the garage project.  He noted that Roger Brugger had never reduced to writing the conditions of his proposed site donation to the town, and that Mr. Brugger had withdrawn that site at the July meeting.  His withdrawal of the site came after the plan commission voted earlier in July to recommend to the board that voters at a town meeting be allowed to decide on either a garage plus meeting hall or a garage with provision for adding a meeting hall later.  He reported that the Riese family has not responded to an inquiry about the continuing availability of that site, at County C and CC.  Mr. Gengler reported that the former Ford Garage building would be available for less than the original asking price of $211,000, but that the Stenbroten family wanted the town to make a counteroffer.  The consensus of the meeting was that unless some other adequately funded organization could be found to purchase and develop the older showroom building, the town should not proceed further with this option.  Mr. Gengler said that a site would be available for purchase on County C without restrictions, but that the site had some slope and would require considerable excavation.  He said the site has adequate water supply.  Mr. Gengler further reported that the Klassy site in the industrial park was available only on the condition that a meeting hall be constructed first, before any garage.  That site had been made available at $19,000 per acre, with the understanding that approximately two acres would be purchased.  The Klassys had offered the town an option to purchase the site if a town meeting approved it, for $5,000, which would not be refundable if the town meeting did not approve the purchase.  Mr. Gengler reported that approximately $2,400 each had been spent on engineer’s reports to estimate site specific costs at the Brugger and Klassy sites.  At the time the reports were prepared, in November, 2015, neither Mr. Brugger nor the Klassys had indicated any conditions with respect to use of their sites.  It was the consensus of the meeting that of the sites considered, the Klassy site would be the best site for a new town garage.  

Mr. Gengler further discussed the steps that would have to be taken between now and the November town meeting if the project were to proceed.  There would have to be additional engineering work to estimate the cost of the building previously described by the Plan Commission and to present total project costs to the town meeting.  There would also have to be communication to town residents to describe the site, the building, the financing, and a levy limit increase to finance the site purchase and construction.  The town meeting would have to approve acquisition of the site (donated or purchased), construction of the building, and (by town custom) the levy limit increase to finance the garage.  After a discussion, it was the consensus of the board and plan commission that the garage project should not be pursued for approval by the November, 2016, town meeting.  

The possibility of purchasing or accepting a donation of a site without simultaneously proceeding to a building was also discussed.  The risk that a more attractive site might become available after the town purchased or accepted the first site was recognized.  

Mr. Gengler advised the meeting that he intends to run for one more term as chairman, to assure a smooth transition in town management, but that he would only pursue a garage project in the future if the other two board members request him to do so.  

The meeting then turned its attention to the long term needs of the town for road repairs.  A model showing future repair costs that Mr. Gengler had prepared was reviewed.  That model assumed that the average cost of repairs to all town roads would be the cost of recent repairs to Rechsteiner Road.  That road had required 371 tons of patching per mile for two miles, plus seal coat, for a total cost per mile of $37,000 at 2016 county rates.  On that basis repairs to roads still requiring attention (for example, omitting Feldt and Purintun Roads) would cost approximately $1,048,000.  The possibility of borrowing to finance road repairs was discussed but the consensus was that it would be impractical to borrow enough money to finance the repairs, and that such borrowing could interfere with future financing of such purchases as fire and plow trucks.  The consensus of the meeting was that the November town meeting should be asked to approve a temporary levy limit increase for two years of $100,000, plus a concurrent permanent levy limit increase of $100,000.  Mr. Gengler was asked to check on local government tax levies for other towns in Green County, which he agreed to do.  

It was the consensus of the meeting that a communication to town residents should be prepared about the proposed levy limit increase for roads, and that a separate report on the termination of the garage project should also be prepared.  

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.  

 		Mike Gengler      		                                                       	Town of Mt. Pleasant board chair
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