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Michael Gengler called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m.  Members of the plan commission who were present were Hans Sulzer and Mark Updike.  Also present was Roger Brugger, a town board member.  

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the commission approved the minutes of the commission meeting held April 11, 2016, which had been previously distributed.  

Mr. Gengler reported to the commission concerning a land division previously approved for Karen Disch on River Road in 2011.  Jeff Disch, Mrs. Disch’s son, had questioned whether the plan commission might approve a lot of less than 1.5 acres containing Mrs. Disch’s home.  Mr. Gengler stated that he had met with Jeff Disch at the residence to review the file, and the file concerning another land division approved by the commission in 2011 on River Road for which the commission had granted a variance to the 1.5 acre minimum lot size.  The latter land division had been allowed as a variance because the landowner had divided the lot to enable a relative to obtain a mortgage, and had retained a buy-back option.  As a separate ground, the lot in question could not, according to the landowner, be expanded except into crop land because of farm buildings on the other two sides of the lot.  There were no similar factors at the Disch property; according to Mr. Gengler, if the commission were to approve a substandard lot at that site, anyone owning farmland adjacent to a residence would be able to obtain approval of a substandard lot, and the ordinance did not contain such an exception.  

Mr. Gengler stated that there had been no progress since the last plan commission meeting in securing a site for a proposed town garage by written agreement.  He reminded the commission that he had obtained an unfavorable opinion from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue stating that the town could not obtain a town meeting vote to raise the levy limit unless the base levy for 2017 was known.  That limit, with the value of new construction taken into account, will not be known until August or September.  Mr. Gengler stated that if there is a good reason, he will go back to the Department of Revenue for reconsideration, noting that he had proposed that the town waive the new construction increment on the 2017 levy limit in order that the town meeting would know the amount of the 2017 levy for an earlier vote.  

The commission then reviewed a table listing all town roads and the potential cost of completing a round of maintenance on roads that still require paver patching, seal coating, or other maintenance.  The total potential cost of such maintenance according to these assumptions exceeds $1,000,000.00.  Mr. Gengler had prepared the table using the assumption of 371 tons per mile of paver patching (the aggregate amount used in 2011 and 2014 on the two miles of Rechsteiner Road) and seal coating, both at 2016 charges of the Green County Highway Department.  There was a consensus that the town board should propose alternate levy limit increases at the next town meeting to fund road maintenance.  No decision was made on the amount or timing of the levy limit increase proposals.  

There were no other questions related to land divisions or interpretations of ordinances administered by the plan commission.  

The commission voted to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.


______________________________________
Michael T. Gengler, Secretary
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