Town of Mount Pleasant
Plan Commission Meeting
Monday, June 13 2016
Monticello Village Hall, Monticello, Wisconsin



[bookmark: _GoBack]Michael Gengler called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Members of the plan commission who were present were Jennifer Blumer, Hans Sulzer and Mark Updike.  Also present was Roger Brugger, a town board member.  

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the commission approved the minutes of the commission meeting held May 9, 2016, which had been previously distributed.  

Mr. Gengler reported concerning an inquiry he had received about land divisions from Brian Pence.  He and his wife owned 16 acres in 2006 at the time the land division ordinance was passed by the town board.  Mr. Pence asked whether this 16 acre parcel could be divided, and if a purchaser would be able to divide it.  Mr. Gengler advised Mr. Pence that under Section 1-8-1(d)(1) of the ordinance, any person who owned less than 40 acres in the town on the effective date of the ordinance was allowed one land division, provided that the division would produce a conforming (1.5 acre) lot.  Section 1-8-1(d)(3) of the ordinance, which applies to land divisions for immediate family members of landowners, expressly provides that the additional land division granted by that section is non-transferable.  Since Section 1-8-1(d)(1) does not contain any restriction on transfer, Mr. Gengler advised Mr. Pence that if he sells the intact 16 acre parcel without reserving the land division, the buyer would be able to divide the parcel once.  Mr. Gengler answered some other questions of commission members regarding the ordinance.  

The commission then discussed the town garage project.  Mr. Gengler had prepared and circulated a memo describing the requirements and procedure for bidding town construction projects.  He had pointed out that an expert such as an architect or engineer is necessary for assuring that voters at the town meeting, who must approve the project, are accurately informed about the project, and that the specification for the project to which competing bidders must respond is complete and open to any interested manufacturer.  After a discussion, there did not appear to be objections from any plan commission member to the procedure and the use of an engineer, although concerns were expressed about the potential cost of the engineer.  

Mr. Brugger then reported on the status of his potential donation of a site for the garage.  He advised the commission that he did not want the site to be rectangular, but to have a straight boundary extending from County F to his north property line, so tractors would not have to turn a corner when plowing the adjacent field.  Concerns were also expressed about the placement of the building on the site.  Mr. Brugger would like the building placed closer to the north property line.  He and Mr. Updike also wanted the well placed farther south, away from adjacent woods, to avoid acidification of the well.  The commission would like an estimate from Larry Fowler, the engineer, of the cost of a garage building with features previously selected by the commission, and of a meeting hall either built at the same time as the garage, or added later.  However, it was the sense of the commission that such an estimate should not be obtained until Mr. Burgger clarifies the dimensions of the site.  Mr. Gengler pointed out that Mr. Brugger, Mr. Fowler and he had paced out the rectangular site that was the basis for Mr. Fowler’s site analysis in December, 2015.  

Mr. Gengler reminded the commission that the town would be voting at Zwingli UCC Church beginning in August.  The board discussed the potential cost and other issues associated with adding a meeting hall to the garage project, but did not take a position on that matter pending receipt of Mr. Fowler’s estimate of the cost.  

The board then reviewed the issues of road improvements and the financing of those improvements, either through a levy limit increase or through borrowing.  Other future needs of the town, including a used plow truck, and for a fire truck projected to be purchased in 2020 for a cost to the town of perhaps $150,000, were also discussed.  Ms. Blumer asked about the town’s borrowing limit.  As part of these minutes, Mr. Gengler after the meeting researched the borrowing limit, which is 5% of the equalized value of $56,862,400, or $2,843,000.  Wis. Stat. §82.03(2) has been amended to delete the dollar limit on annual road expenditures that a town could spend without town meeting approval.  That limit had been $5,000 per mile.  

There were no other questions related to land divisions or interpretations of ordinances administered by the plan commission.  

The commission voted to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.


______________________________________
Michael T. Gengler, Secretary
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